
Make a Magical Butterfly 

1. Make magic marker squiggles on
the coffee filter.

1. Drip water into the center of the
filter - just enough water to Spread
to the edges, not soak it.

1. watch the magic!
2. wait for it to mostly dry.
3. Twist a fuzzy stick around the
4. coffee filter for a butterfly body.
5. Fly your magical butterfly!



what's the Science'? 

water moves from the center of the coffee filter 
to the edges by a process called, capillary action. 
water molecules are attracted to the molecules in 
the paper, so they move along the paper sticking to 
new dry Spots. 

The magic marker molecules are also attracted 
to water molecules, so they dissolve in the water 
and are carried along with it� 

This process is called paper chromatography 




